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Reentry Programs for Drug Offenders
Overview of Recidivism Rates for Drug Offenders
Recidivism among drug offenders is common in the United States. Recidivism rate depicts the percentage of earlier prisoners who are imprisoned for a subsequent time for committing a similar offense. According to the United States Sentencing Commission, drug offenses remain a critical issue in the country. For example, this commission reports that in 2018, around 18,659 drug offenders were imprisoned (Center for American Progress, 2018). The rate of prison release is also higher in the United States since the Office of Disease Prevention, and Health Promotion hints that around 7 million individuals are released from jail, while around 600,000 are released from prison every year (Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, 2017). However, recidivism is common among these released individuals. Conversely, 2 in every 3 of these people are rearrested probably 3 years after they are released, while 50 percent face incarceration (Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, 2017). The United States also has a higher recidivism rate, which is 60 percent as compared to the United Kingdom that has 50 percent (Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, 2017). 
The majority of the released individuals face various difficulties trying to reintegrate into the community. Some of these difficulties include adjusting to the new environment, unemployment, inadequate or lack of housing, and family problems like rejection (Latessa et al., 2020). Notably, because of their criminal history, previously incarcerated individuals face challenges in securing housing as well as employment opportunities. Additionally, due to their criminal history, released people may lose benefits provided by the federal as well as state governments. Such benefits include educational support, housing benefits, and food stamps. Poverty is one of the major factors that exacerbate drug offenses. Notably, poor people engage in drug offenses to raise money to cater to their basic needs. Due to these challenges that these people fail, the majority of them decide to engage in their former activities of a drug offense, and it is through this activity that they are rearrested.
Reentry Programs
One of the effective reentry programs for drug offenders is the use of drug courts. Drug courts are particular court programs, which aim at minimizing recidivism through subjecting defendants to treatment, supervision as well as monitoring, and support services intervention rather than incarceration. In particular, drug court intervention significantly minimizes future occurrences of drug offenses and property crimes. The use of a drug court program has been effective in the United States. For example, a study involving drug courts in Oregon State and specifically, Multnomah County revealed that this program had long-term benefits, whereby after 14 years in the program, the participants were perceived to be 24 percent less likely to face recidivism due to drug offenses and 30 percent less likely to be rearrested at all (Mitchell et al., 2017). Nationally, the participants in the drug court program revealed that they had a 26 percent chance of reporting any incidence of drug abuse after going through the program (Mitchell et al., 2017). 
In addition, employment reentry assistance is an effective intervention to aid drug offenders once they are released. Employment needs are one of the factors that highly contribute to drug offenses. When drug offenders are released, they struggle with challenges in securing employment opportunities. Such challenges include low motivation and self-esteem, skill deficiencies, mental disorders, and lack of training (Latessa et al., 2020). Others include lack of accommodation, criminal history, and lack of family support. Therefore, employment opportunities at the community level, such as effective training to impart them with skills, affordable housing, and treating mental disorders, can greatly help the offenders to secure employment opportunities to cater to their needs. Also, being proactive in seeking assistance when looking for jobs can help drug offenders land job opportunities. Some of the essential employment interventions include attending classes for job readiness, job training and placement, and vocational education. 
Moreover, interventions for substance abuse can be effective reentry programs for drug offenders. Some of the treatment interventions for substance abuse at the community level include residential, outpatient treatment and detoxification programs, therapeutic communities. The services provided under these programs include training to impart social skills, drug-testing, and counseling. These services can greatly reduce the effects of substance abuse as well as coping mechanisms. Prison inmates need to be trained on coping mechanisms so that they can refrain from drug-related crimes and learn how they can move on with life. 
The Program the Agency Should Pursue
The most effective program that the agency should pursue is the one on interventions for substance abuse at the community level. The most effective program should be the one that aims at equipping the offenders with coping mechanisms and helping them to refrain from drug offenses. Substance abuse intervention programs provided at the community level are the most effective reentry programs for drug offenders. For example, counseling services may help them in managing mental illnesses and improving their self-esteem (Moore et al., 2020). Enhancing their self-esteem may help the offenders see themselves as important people in society, and they can therefore start to engage in productive activities, both at the individual and community level. In addition, under the substance abuse intervention programs, the offenders are accorded with residential, treatment, and therapeutic services. Treatment interventions would help the offenders recover from any illnesses suffered as a result of drug offenses and thus regain their health to undertake meaningful life interventions. More importantly, substance abuse intervention programs provided at the community level are effective in reaching a wide number of offenders at once as compared to when providing services to one individual at a time. Therefore, the program is economical; hence it should be highly preferred by the agency.   
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